JJULY - AUGUST 2025/NVOLUME 06 - ISSUE 03_DE |nd|a

~SIGN
S=NTIA

' pRagazine

A Serene

Sanctuary of

Modern Living

Emb@dd@d in Tradition
Y

| Prashant Parmarr.

ARMENTANO
ARQU |TETU RA a0 Paulo)

(DE SPOTLIGHT--INTERNATIONAL FEATURE)

SHAYONA
“CONSULTANT

(DE SPACES - ON COVER)

TALO LUXE

23 DEGREES
DESIGN SHIFT

HIREN PATEL . =
ARCHITECTS # ;,DE-SIGN

YANSHIKA
AGARWAL DESIGNS

MELD DESIGN STUDIO -~

and many more :ﬁv "
young architects & designers of India 3

EVE NTS /I PAGE 14

(SINGAPORE, HELSINKI, EINDHOVEN)

#LetsTalkDesign



D=SIGN
=SS=NTIA

e & design magaz



J/JULY - AUGUST 2025/NVOLUME 06 - ISSUE 03_DE |nd|a

=SIGN
=SS=NTIA

architecture & design magazine

_I_

DE PRODUCTS

SHOWCASE orl, s
laligeleVellgle] j;@‘*963112_

Talo Luxe’ - a new chapter
/nfthﬁcﬁBexxMemegi_,ﬁ”“

TALO HOMES, |
JAIPUR

(PACE 28)

D=

PRODUCTS

#LetsTalkDesign




h

(SQO‘ POU

(PACH 3 o)

P‘L‘

#LetsTal kes}g

DE SPOTLIGHT interview

nr%&balﬁﬁ\lo

Armep’rc o Arquitetura

/JULY - AUGUST 2025/NVOLUME 06 - ISSUE 03_DE |nd|a

|
rchitect at
 Brazil)



/JULY - AUGUST 2025/NVOLUME 06 - ISSUE 03_DE |nd|a

: T e R
o Lag S
. o s e W
N o

DE SPOTLIGHT interviEw

JOAO

ARMENTANO,

princioal architect at
Armentano Arquitetura
(Sao Paulo, Brazil)

(PACE 39)

TR

O

“open-plan
interiors,
blends of concrete,
wood, art and

Brozilion design classics
define this S&o Paulo
residence.

#LetsTalkDesign



/JULY - AUGUST 2025/NVOLUME 06 - ISSUE 03_DE |nd|a

T

DE SPACES

this Jaipur penthouse

beautifully brings

together the richness of heritage
with the ease of modern luxury.

by
VANSHIKA AGARUJAL

/’ DESIGNS

(BACE 70\

#LetsTalkDesign



J/JULY - AUGUST 2025/NVOLUME 06 - ISSUE 03_DE |nd|a

DE SPACES

I}
Timeless Desigr
Modern Luxur
a beatufl home
showcase

oy

MELD DESICN
STUDIO
(Mumbai

(PACE 76)

N

DE

#LetsTalkDesign




DESIGN ESSENTIA (DE INDIA)

Architecture & Interior Design Magazine

The best of frends in architecture & design from India.

FOLLOW US ON INSTAGRAM @demagazineindia



conlenis

DE Spotlight
interview

//In conversation

with

Jodio Armentano,
orincipal architect

at

Armentano Arquiteturaq,
Sao Paule.

w0 DE india
I B
l i

(page 39)

Ly - aucusT 202snvoLove o6 - issue o DE india

(on cover)

DE Spaces

//In conversation
with Prashant Parmar,
orincipal architect

af Sanciuary of
Shayona Consultant, Modem Living
Embedded in Tradition
Ahmedabad. b
- xashant Parmar. :
(oage 48) e

sty - aueust amsnorse w - or DE india

D=SIGN
=SS=NTIA

architecture & design magazine

E
23 DEGREES
DESIGN-SHIFT | s

_WEESPACES
BEAR SPACES

(<)
HIREN PATEL
ARCHITECTS # DESIGN

VANSHIKA
AGARWAL DESIGNS

MELD DESIGN STUDIO
and
you esigners of India

EVENTS jysci

(SENGAPORE, HELSINKI, EINDHOVEN)

#LetsTalkDesign

DE Products
showcase

//in coversation with
Talo Homes, Jaipur.

(bage 26)




conlents

5
weirdia

s issn o DE india

suy - auGusT mzsvolue o - sssucor DE india

DE Directions

FIND - Clobal Summit 2025 (Singapore)
(page 14)

Helsinki Design Week 2025 (Finland)
(oage 18)

Dutch Design Week 2025 (Netherlands)
(oage 22)

DE Products

Talo Luxe: A New Chapter in the Art
of Bespoke Living.
(page 28)

Museum at Home: RAVOH's signature
collection of legacy collaboration
and innovation.

(oage 34)

DE Spaces

(design conversations)
//in coversation with

Meld Design Studio,
Mumbai

(oage 70)
//in coversation with
Vanshika Agarwal

Designs, Jaipur

(page 76)

Introdkecing DE Prodects - our specially curated peodost platfcem 1o
s b e e Gl ok by b INDLA

@
2



conlents

RN

T
DES[EIN ( =)

DE Discover
infroducing young
architects and interior

designers of India

(page 83)

DE Spaces

‘Courtyard House' in Hyderabad by
23 Degrees Design Shift
(page 54)

‘The Earthy Hacienda' in Bangalore by
Weespaces
(page 58)

Sitara” in Mumbai by
Bear Spaces and Co.
(page 62)

‘Anand House' in Anand by
Hiren Patel Architects + Design
(oage 66)




JULY - AUGUST 2025_VOLUME 6_ISSUE 3_DE INDIA

Architecture and inferior design have always been about
more than walls and structures. They are about how we live,
how we feel, ond how space shapes our daily rituals.
Beautiful Homes care not simply built; they are crafted with
infention, layered with light, proportion, and  memory.
Thoughtful architecture has the power to transform the
ordinary info something extraordinary, tumning shelter into
sanctuary.

In this issue of DE INDIA, we celebrate the art of beautifully
designed spaces and the subtle alchemy that turns a
house into a home. We highlight exceptional works by
leading creatives, while also widening our lens to the
international stage.

| had a wonderful interaction with JoGdo Armentano, o
Brazilion architect designing wonders in S&o Paulo. Joao
shares his design story with DE India. He talks about his two
recent charming homes he designed in S&o Paulo and
shares how Brazilion design is deeply rooted in diversity,
nature and the dialogue between tradition & innovation.

As for what's trending on global design playgrounds - from
Singapore to Helsinki to Eindhoven, the upcoming design
calendar between August and October 2025 promises
ideas, inspirations, and innovations that continue to expoand
the global conversation around desion.

As an architect, | still hold close the memory of the first homes
| designed a decade ago. Those formative projects that
taught me about patience, detail and above al, empathy.
| sometimes miss the intensity of that creative gring, but
curating DE INDIA offers a new joy: witnessing how young
Indicn  designers are  boldly reimagining the  built

Anirudh Datla

(Founder & Editor-in-chief)
DESIGN ESSENTIA MAGAZINE
(DE INDIA + DE MIDDLE EAST+ DE ASIA)

environment. Their projects don't just impress,
they evoke desire. They make you pause
and think.

Id love to live in a home like that” That's
what you would say when you absorb the
design charm this edition.

Within ~ these  pages, vyoull  discover
residences that whisper quiet elegance
ond public spaces that rodiate  with
collective energy. Youll meet emerging
furniture brands adding fresh character to
interiors and  explore conversations  with
visionaries who push the boundaries of
what design can mean. This issue reinforces
a truth we hold dear: design is never fixed.
It evolves, adapts, and resonates differently
with each of us making it as alive and
personal as the people it serves.

As you move through this edition, | hope you
find yourself inspired, not only by the beauty
of these projects but by the spirit they
embody. Design af its best is not just albbout
aesthetics; it's about creating spaces that
nurture, connect, and endure. May these
stories encourage you to look at your own
surroundings with fresh eyes and remind you
that the most meaningful design is always
the one that feels like home.

Let’s Talk Design with DE India.
Happy Reading.
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FIND Global Summit
Singapore

Where Design |eadership Meels the Asian Markel

FIND's three-day
conference
assembles rockstar
speaker line-up to
decode Asia’s
shifting design
landscape, From
interior design
evolution,
architectural
frontiers to cultural
identity and the
risec of
interdisciplinary
ractices.

FIND - Global Summit returns in 2025 with its most
expansive edition yet, convening leading voices
from design, architecture, and business to explore
how creativity can respond to urgent global
challenges and shape more intelligent, inclusive, and
impactful built environments.

Across three days featuring over 60 speakers from
23 countries, the summit spans dozens of sessions of
critical diclogue - from urban resilience and Al
innovation to  purposeful luxury and  urban
transformation. Building on the success of its 2024
edition, which attracted over 2600 attendees, the
2025 summit will toke place from 11 to 13
September

of the Singapore Design Week, ot Marina Bay Sands
Expo & Convention Centre, affirming its role as a key
platform for Asia’s design leadership community.

14 | July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA



The FIND summit brings together a
distinguished lineup of global firms and
visionary thinkers across the fields of
product and interior design,
architecture, and business such as Boro
Ole Scheeren, Ceberit, Gensler, HBA,
Henning Larsen, Marriot International,
Ramboll, Skidmore, Quwings & Merrill,
Wimberly Allison Tong & Goo (WATO),
and Zaha Hadid Architects. From Tokyo
to London, Prague to bangkok, and
Shanghai to Milan, the summit's speaker
community promises to be a catalyst for
dialogue, innovation and meaningful
cross-border collaboration.

‘As organisers, we have to stay agile
and ready to pivot alongside the
industry - especially through dioclogue
and collaboration. Our aim is to spark
creative exchanges with the 25 edition
of the Summit that extend far beyond
the show and help move the industry
forward” - Carl Press, Event Director,
FIND - Design Fair Asia

As the global design landscape
evolves amid technological innovation,
sustainability imperatives, and  shifting
economic currents, FIND - Clobadl
Summit 2025 takes on a sharper, more
urgent tone. The programme s
structured around three key pillars that
will frame this year's conversations. The
Architectural Frontiers pillar delves into
how Asia-Pacific is transforming the
global architectural londscape
through the integration of advanced
technology, cultural  heritage, and
circular  design orinciples.  The
Asia-Pacific  Blueprint  explores  the
region’s rise as a global epicentre of
design, architecture, and  refined
creativity - distinguished by its
masterful fusion of cultural depth and
artisanal craftsmanship. The
Transforming Spaces pillar underscores
the region’s leadership in redefining
luxury  spaces and  experiences,
pioneering a harmonious fusion of
traditional expertise with contemporary
innovations, creating spaces we love.

ASIA
11-13 SEPTEMBER 2025

FIND GLOBAL ¢

Al
] /’jl_,

7

FIND

DESIGN FAIR

MARINA BAY SANDS, SINGAPORE
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FIND - Design Fair Asia 2025 in Singapore, welcomes the
world through National Pavilions.

From retuning favourites to exciting new country
debuts, FIND spotlights the pulse of design innovation
across Asia and Europe - all unfolding at Southeast

Asia’s most influential design fair.
1. SINGAPORE PAVILION

The Singapore Pavilion presents a  dynamic
showcase of the nations design  strengths,
spanning sustainaoility, smart living, and material
innovation. Highlights include Grobrix's modular
vertical  farming  systems, Divineg  Creations
Collective’s  craft-driven contemporary  works,
and Geberit's advanced oathroom  solutions
with a special discovery session. Cocoon
Qutdoor, Simply Wood, Arte Interior Furnishings,
ond  Chee Ceen Inferior bring refined
approaches to outdoor living, timber, wall
finishes, and customised upholstery. Novah
infroduces ergonomic workspace systems, The
Mill International  unveils  sustainable  flooring,
Cucina LUBE presents sleck Italian kitchens, and
World of Woods celebrates premium  fimber
furniture rooted in artisanal craftsmanship.

2. [TALIAN PAVILION

Backed by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and ITA,
the Italian Pavilion ot FIND - Design Fair Asia
2025 highlights ltaly's legacy of craftsmanshio
and innovation.  The  showcase  features
sustainable outdoor fumiture, modular kitchen
systems, premium game tables, ergonomic sleeo
solutions, and  expressive  surface  materials
inspired by Italy’s  stoneworking  tradition, all
reflecting  contemporary living  with  fimeless
elegance.

3. CZECH PAVILION

The Czech Republic Pavilion at FIND - Design
Fair  Asia, curated by Czechlrade and
supported by the Ministry of Industry and Trade,
showcases the nations rich  heritage  of
craftsmanship and innovation. Highlights include
cutting-edge bathroom  solutions by RAVAK,
award-winning  urban  furniture by MMCITE,
exquisite lighting by Sans Souci and HUNAT,
contemporary glass artistry from Pacinek and
Halomao, artisanal pens by Signati and Comenivs,
and timeless crystal, porcelain, and pianos from
Artiseme  and  Petrof  Complementing  the
showcase are live performances and  the
unveiling of a collaborative glass sculpture,
celebrating Czech design's fusion of tradition
and modernity,

4. OTHERS

FIND is set to welcome a broader international
presence with France, Thailand, Hong Kong
and Taiwan making their debut and each
bringing a distinct creative lens — from France's
emphasis on material  refinement, design-led
sustainability and  timeless form, to  Thailand,
where innovation and heritage come together
and sustainable design is crafted to elevate
global living. These pavilions underscore FIND's
growing role as a global meeting point for
design thought and expression.

16 | July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA
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Image courtesy : FIND DESIGN FAIR

I and 2 - Geberit; Crobrix for Singapore Pavilion
3 and 4 - Giardino di Legno; Grandinetti for ltalian Pavilion
5 and 6 - RAVAK; MMCITE for Czech Pavilion

check more
on www.designessentiamagazine.com
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Helsinki Design Week

A Celebration of Design and the Design of Happiness

Helsinki Design
Week 2025 brings
festivities to the
whole city at
Suomitalo, the
historic commercial
office building,
completed in
[911 is located
right in the heart
of the city at
Lénnrotinkatu 5.
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The largest design and architecture festival in the
Nordics, Helsinki Design Week (HDW), celebrates its
20th edition from 5-135 September 2025 with the
theme Festivities.

The festival's main exhibition explores the design
of happiness, overseen by the internationally
renowned curator Anniina Koivu. Tickets for the main
events are now on sale.

The main venue for 2025 uwill be the historic
Suomitalo in the heart of Helsinki. Suomitalo will host
exhibitions, talks, launches, workshops and evening
gatherings for both design professionals and the
wider public. Beyond the main venue, the festival will
spread across nearly one hundred design-related
events throughout the Helsinki metropolitan area.

1 8 | July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA



At the heart of the festival is the
international  main  exhibition  and
symposium HAPPINESS -

Can happiness be designed?,
curated by Anniina Koivu. (on right)

The exhibition draws inspiration from
the happiness cocktail -

a combination of dopamine,
serotonin, oxytocin and endorphins.

The exhibition features works by, among
others, Eero Aarnio, Erwan Bouroullec,
Oiva  Toikka and  Clara  von
Zweigbergk. The exhibition architecture
is designed by XPO office, with a visual
identity by Robbie Mahoney.

The  symposium inspired by the
exhibition  will take place on ||
September in colloboration with the
City of Helsinki. Speakers include
Jennifer de Paola (University of Helsinki),
Bigrnstierne  Christiansen  (Superflex),
lsabel Gibson (sabel & Helen) and
David Sim (Think Softer).

Festivities are conscious pauses 1o
reflect on past achievements and focus
our hopes towords the future. Af
Suomitalo, the theme is interpreted
through spatial installations by a wide
range of inspiring design brands and
designers, including Artek, Shimber and
SAAS Instruments. Marking its own 20th
anniversary, restaurant Kuurna will open
a pop-up restaurant on the top floor of
Suomitalo. Dinner reservations open on
2 1 August. During the festival, Suomitalo
will also host its own wine bar - no
reservations required.

In addition, Suomitalo will present daily
talks on design and architecture. The
orogramme includes the Weekly Talks
serics, a fashion theme day and
salon-style  fashion show, as well as

expert discussions on architecture and

design.

imoges; - Hoppiness Exhibition.

Anniina koivu - curator for ‘Can happiness be
designed? (on left)

Installations by BertianPot. (oelow)

3 _ B /
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HDW
225

HELSINKI DESIGN WEEK
CELEBRATING 20 YEARS
SEE YOU AT SUOMITALO
AND AROUND THE CITY

Festival Theme 2025:
Celebration

The 2025 theme for HDUW is Celebration.
Celebrations are conscious pauses to reflect on
achievements or milestones and, most importantly,
to express hopes for the future. At Suomitalo, (on
ight) this theme is interpreted by a group of
exciting design brands and designers, who will
create spatial installations in the rooms of the
fourth floor. Participants include, among others,
Artek and SAAS Instruments.

Back by popular demand, the much-loved pop-up restaurant
by Kuurna will return, this time to the top floor of Suomitalo -
fittingly, as Kuuma is also celebrating its 20th anniversary. The
fourth floor will also host Collusion's wine bar, with bar snacks
provided by Kuuma's new wine bar, Klaava.

Foch  day  Suvomitalo  wil  offer  design-  and
architecture-themed discussions. The Weekly Talks series will
cover topics such as new materials, urban development, and
cross-disciplinary creativity. On 9 September, JKMM Architects
and the Finnish National Museum will host a conversation on
the topic of the museum’s extension project and renovation.
On Fashion Day, 10 September, Fashion Community Helsinki will
organise ¢ salon-style fashion show, and MA students from
Aalto University will present and discuss their Kukkapuro
design project, made from EU-grown cotton.

Other highlights during the week include the Ormamo Design
Dialogue event for professionals on @ September and CIRCLE,
a social evening hosted by the Toivola Festival on &
September, where six compelling voices come together to
discuss life’s big themes - money, love, power, beauty, and
sustainable living.

20 | July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA
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butch Design Week

Past. Present, Possible.

Dutch Design Week
looks ahead with
its 25th edition ot
EFindhoven.

22 | July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA

Dutch Design Week (DDW) returns for its 25th edition
with a theme that is both reflective and forward-looking:
Past. Present. Possible. Taking place from 18 to 26
October 2025, this internationally acclaimed festival
transforms Eindhoven—a dynamic tech and design hub
in the south of the Netherlands—into a city-wide
celebration of design.

For nine days, thousands of designers—from emerging
talents to renowned names—present their work across @
wide range of studios, public squares, repurposed
factories, and central venues throughout the city. Rather
than showcasing polished, finished products, DDW
champions raw ideas, bold questions, and immersive,
sensory experiments that push the boundaries of design.

What began in 2001 as Designers Present has since
evolved into an internationally renowned platform
connecting design with technology, ethics, ecology,
economics, and health. A grassroots movement driven
by a passionate community of designers who built their
own stage from the ground up.

The 25th edition stays true to this spirit: organised from
the bottom up and rooted in the belief that design
plays an active role in shaping tomorrow. Expect
large-scale installations, interactive  works, circular
prototypes, and exploratory concepts.



“Dutch Design Week isn't your
typical design exhibition; it's @
vivid lab for experimentation,
says Miriam van der Lubbe,
Creative Head of DDUL

It's where audiences,
professionals, businesses, and
students all come together to

test ideas, question
assumptions, and imagine new
futures.

"This 25th edition is grounded
in the belief that design is
never finished. And thats (onle

exactly the point", Miriam adds. Miriom van der Lubbe,

Creative Head of DD

"Past. Present. Possible. is more
than just a theme. It's a mindset, (oelow
One that encourages us 10 coonaror (2022) by
think in terms of possibilities Thijs Biersteker in collaboration
rather than fixed solutions. To  with Natural History Museum

k for the unfinished, L5neon
make space for the unfinished,  Sp&iogracher.
the unknown, the not-yet. That's  Thijs Biersteker, Jerome Fischer

vhere design thrives”

B0 dutch
ANIAM design
WU week

‘The cily as a slage for design

During Dutch Design Week 2025 (18-26 October 2025), Eindhoven
once again fransforms into an open-air gallery. Across the city's most
prominent squares and locations, eleven Targe-scale installations b
international designers will take shape. From new ways of generating

{(view other installations on next page)
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Eleven large-scale projects, exhibitions, and installations will toke centre stage
during Dutch Desiogn Week 2025, londing ot some of Eindhoven's most
oromingnt locations, squares, and public spaces. Explore the selected
orojects developed in colloboration with Dutch Design Foundation and
Bureau binnenstad Eindhoven.

1. THE WATER BASIN TOTEM
Reflect on your water use. W

The Water Basin Totem is o monumental
installation that demonstrates the power of reuse
and draws attention to water issues in Africa.,
Made from recycled construction materials and
inspired by everyday water basins from West
African households, the piece invites visitors 1o
reflect on our collective use of water and plastic.

2. RAIN CAFE
A water tank as a meeting place.

Rain Café is an interactive rainwoter tank that
visibly fills with every rainfall. It collects water for
daily uses — from watering your garden to
washing your hands — and doubles as a vibrant
social hotspot. Take a seat around the tank in o
lush, inviting setting complete with benches and
tables. A clever system that makes water
management both tangible and connecting.

3. ECONARIO
How political choices riople through nature.

Political decisions that shape the future are
often abstract Econario makes this abstraction
tangible. This striking, dota-driven installation
shows how today’s political choices affect the
living environment of tomorrow.

4. THE UMBRA PAVILION
Where solar energy becomes tangible.

The Umbra Pavilion is a public space installation
made from the innovative solar textile HELIOTEX.
The textile canopy unfolds as a sculptural form,
rising like a kite into the blue sky. During the day,
it offers cooling shade and a place to rest and
dream, while the woven solar cells capture the
sun's energy. As night falls, that energy retums —
transformed into light and playful interaction. The
Umbra Pavilion will offer you a glimpse of o future
where solar energy is woven into daily life -
tangible, shared, and accessible to all.

I. The Water Basin Totem (photographer : Salu lwadi Studio)
5. TOUCHING CELLULOSE_sense of crafting 2. Rain Cafe (photographer : Floris Schoonderbeek)

Join in building a bicbased future.

EduCrafting Pavilion is an evolving installation
where you and fellow visitors build a pavilion
from wood, hempcrete, and cellulose. Through
workshops, youll leam about and apply circular
building techniques — from modular components
to traditional wood joinery. Guided by experts
from TU Delft and TH Kéln, you'll discover how
craftsmanship, bicbased materials, and digital
tools merge to shape sustainable design.

24 | July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA



6. THE WAITING ROOM

A human glimpse behind the numbers of refugee
reception.

The Waiting Room is an emergency tent, lined
with reclaimed wood from bed frames used at a
Dutch asylum centre in Bleskensgraaf. Inside, you'l
find bunk beds identical to those in more than
300 reception centres across the Netherlands.
Take a seat and listen to personal stories from
residents, sharing what its like to live in a
reception facility. This project is a collaboration
with Planemos, the Netherlonds Red Cross, and
FE)indhov@n reception cenfres Wasbeer and
AU,

7. FACTORY 5.0

A lving pavilion that breaks down what indlustry
has buift

Factory 5.0 is an exoerimental pavilion where
10,000 mealworms digest polystyrene  foam
panels — a radical rethinking of architecture as
temporary, living, and regenerative. The project
raises questions about the future of construction,
circularity, and the role of design in ecological
restoration. What remains are “‘memory objects” —
traces of fransformation and symbols of o
post-carbon future.

8. MENHIR
Make sound visible,

Menhir is an endless loop of sound and form. This
interactive installation responds to live-tested
frequencies, continuously shaping an ongoing
soundscape with no beginning or end. Through
absorption  and  reflection, you experience
Menhir from every angle.

9. SONIC MAZE
Let's get lost together!

In times of division and digital distance, SONIC
MAZE invites you to wander together and
reconnect. This large-scale inflatable installation
by mesure studio and ultimo intimo stimulates the
senses and serves as o reminder of the power of
togetherness. During Dutch Design Week, SONIC
MAZE becomes a vibrant stage for sound,
performance, and encounter.

10. CITY AT SEA LEVEL
What if the sea rises to eye level?

City ot Sea Level is a spatial installation that
presents climate change not as a distant
scenario, but as an urgent reality. The installation
immerses you in a submerged state, confronting
you with the consequences of climate denial
and inaction. It makes the abstract threat of
rising sea levels tangible and deeply personal.

1'1. THE INSTITUTE FOR SAND GRAIN ELEVATION POLICY (IZH)

Raising the Netherlands one grain of sand at a time.

Ever wanted to confribute to raising the Netherlands? Become a Sand
Crain Distributorl The Institute for Sand Grain Elevation Policy (IZH) invites
your help in creatively addressing soil subsidence and low sand levels
in the Netherlands. Scatter a bag of sand and add your grain o the
cause. In the on-site workshop, you can observe and track the process
of counting and sorting sand. This project highlights how small actions
can collectively create large-scale impact.

Image courtesy : DDW 2025

7. Factory 5.0 (photographer : Aditya Mandlik)
9. Sonic Maze (photo courtesy : mesure studio x ultimo intimo)
10. City at Sea Level

check more
on www.designessentiamagazine.com

July - August 2025 Edition//Design Essentia//DE INDIA | 25



H5E
MITAITS
gleirad

B 2024

*) Sl
‘} MY 0L

SEOUL BIENNALE OF ARCHITECTURE
AND URBANISM 2025

1 SEPTEMBER - 31 OCTOBER 2025
SEOUL, SOUTH KOREA

WWW.SEOULBIENNALE.ORG/FRONT/KOR/INDEX.DO



D—

PRODUCTS

Intfroducing DE Products;
a specially curated product platform to showcase
architecture & interior design products by DE INDIA

o

@demagazineproducts



——

D e
=

PRODUCTS

i

Talo Luxe:
ANEW,
Chapler

N the

Art of
Bespolke Living




IN JAIPUR'S EVOLVING

LANDSCAPE OF LUXURY, |

TALO STANDS AS A
DESTINATION WHERE
CREATIVITY FINDS FORM,
AND EVERY CREATION IS

DESTINED TOBECOMEA &

MODERN HEIRLOOM.

Talo Luxe, Jaipur
Photographer : Studio Bluora

Siddharth Jain and Purvi Jain (from right)
(principal designers ot TALO HOMES, Jaipur)

In the heart of qupur, where tradition
and artistry run deep, a new name has
emerged to redefine the language of luxury

furniture — Talo Luxe. The brand’s newly
launched 6000 sq/ft. flagship store is not just
a showroom, but a stage for timeless design,
conceived for those who believe that
furniture is more than function — it is the
poetry of living spaces.

Talo Homes founded by architect Siddharth
Jain & Purvi Jain, this store is a new chopter
in the art of bespoke Living.

&é

‘At Talo, our design philosophy is rooted in
the belief that furniture is not just functional,
but also an extension of lifestyle and
personality. We follow a modern, minimal yet
soulful design language, where every piece
blends form, function, and emotion. QOur work
balances contemporary global aesthetics
with a sensitivity to Indian living—spacious
when required, compact when needed, but
always timeless.

We take inspiration from ?eomefry, natural
textures, and artisanal  craftsmanship,
ensuring every design is clean, purposeful
and versatile, while still telling a story.

says Siddharth.
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What was your initial approach
to redefine the language of
luxury furniture with Talo Luxe?

SIDDHARTH : With Talo Luxe, our conceptual
idea was to create a new narrative of
luxury — one that goes beyond
ormnamentation and  embraces modern
sophistication, curated detailing, and
bespoke craftsmanship.

Furniture Style & Design: The style draws
inspiration from modern European minimalism,
blended with rich Indian craftsmanship—soft
curves, premium finishes, and bold material
combinations like natural stone, metal inlays,
and rich upholstery.

Inspiration: We wanted to redefine luxury
as something understated yet impactful,
moving away from ‘loud luxury” to a calmer,
more refined aesthetic—luxury that speaks
softly, but with presence.

Talo’s latest flagship store in
Jaipur - a new chapter in ‘art of
bespoke living' is now open to
public. Share your vision in
designing this poetic space in
Jaipur that reflects timeless
design and something that also
glorifies the Pink City traditions?

SIDDHARTH : Designing the Jaipur flagship
was about creating a journey of discovery,
where each corner narrates the art of
bespoke living. The vision was twofold:

Timeless Modzrni’rk': The store reflects @
poetic, fimeless language with clean
architectural  lines, muted tones, and
curated lighting that allows each furniture
piece to feel like art.

Homage to Jaipur's Heritage: Af the same
time, the design celebrates the soul of the
Pink City—borrowing from its arches, jali work,
and terracotta hues, but interpreting them in
a contemporary, global manner.

The idea was to create not just a showroom,
but a living gallery—a space where modern
luxury meets cultural roofts, inviting customers
to experience furniture as lifestyle.
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Share with us your top 2 favorite
products from your latest luxe
collection, creating an ideal
interior setup for a home that
speaks modern luxe.

SIDDHARTH : .
The Red Levante Dining Table (above)

Crafted enfirely in exquisite Red Levante
stone, this dining table is more than
furniture - it is a sculptural statement of
luxury. The natural veins and rich crimson
hues of the stone create o dramatic
canvas, making every piece one-of-a-kind.
The table celebrates the raw magnificence
of stone in its purest form, refaining its
strength and elegance without dilution.

Palazzo Carved Sofa (on left)

This carved sofo, adorned with delicate
gold leafing in an antique finish, is a
celebration of India’s timeless artistry. Each
curve and motif reflects the hand-skill of
master carpenters, while the shimmering
leafing carries the touch of the traditional
painter’s brush—together creating a piece
that is as much heirloom as it is furniture.
The design draws inspiration from royal
Indian courts and palatial living, where
opulence was expressed through
hand-carved detailing and fine gilding.
The antique finish lends it a grace of aged
beauty, making the sofa resonate with
stories  of heritage while  still  fitting
seamlessly into modern interiors.
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As Froduc’r designers how
would you move forward for
next few years at Talo Luxe
creating “ and maintaining
interior trends in furniture
foreseeing what the modern
consumer needs.

SIDDHARTH : The future of luxury
furniture  lies in  personalization,
sustainability, and multifunctionality.

At Talo Luxe, we foresee and plan to
offer:

- Bespoke Personalization:
Consumers want furniture that reflects
their lifestyle. Customizable materials,
finishes, and modularity will be at the
forefront.

- Sustainable  Luxury: Use  of
responsibl sourced woods,
eco-friendly fabrics, and durable
designs that age beautifully  will
shape the future.

- Technology Meets Craft: Smart
design infegrations (hidden storage,
adaptable lighting, ergonomic

detailing)  will  meet  artisanal
craftsmanship.

- Soft Modernism: Clean lines with
organic  shapes,  luxurious  yet
comforting materials  like bouclé,
suede, and natural stone, will define
inferiors.

Our geal is to make Talo Luxe a
pioneer in “quiet luxury"—timeless,
global, and relevant to the evolving
modern consumer in  India  and
beyond.

check more at . .
www designessentiamagazine.com
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The Museum line is furniture as a
collectible narrative, each piece
a curated experience.

Drawing from three generations of
craftsmanship,  Ravoh  combines
Ravish Vohras decades of
expertise in bespoke furniture with
Somya Vohra's  contemporary
design perspective.

Their debut collection, ‘Museum’, is
shaped by an Indian consciousness
and enriched through
¥ collaboration  with  celebrated
Italion designer Daniele Lo Scalzo
Ravish Vohra and Somya Vohra (from left) ~ Moscheri. Each piece is created
(founders at RAVOH, Gurugram) UJl‘I:I'h TqU|@-|- prgcision Ond |Osﬂng

intent.

The collection is unveiled within
Ravoh's 1 2,000-square-foot
experience center in urugram,
invitng  one into a  worl of
elegance and  finesse, where
furniture becomes a living archive
of form and feeling.

—
PRODUCTS
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Museum collection’s sculptural forms
evoke warmth and visual fluidity
across pieces. One sees this unique
design _vocabulary in the Milano
Dining Table’'s rounded form and
ently arched base, or the JSistine
hair's playful, scoog@d shape. Even
the angular Pence Chair avoids sharp
edges, its leather boards are skillfully
bent and shaped to suggest a soft,
nearly sheet-like tactility. The Vault
Island integrates cabinetry and
customised storage, a quiet testament
to Ravoh's devotion to both form and
function.

The materials speak for themselves:
ltalian marble, fine leathers, Loro Piana
upholstery, and meticulously finished
woodwork all curated for longevity
and fouchable luxury. Museum isn't
about trends or spectacle. It's about
intentional living, quiet elegance, and
a return to design that lasts. For those
seeking stories of lasting
craftsmanship, legacy, and a new
Indian voice in global luxury, Museum
offers a meaningful occupation.

True to its name, the collection
transforms home interiors into spaces
of museum-like stillness and refinement.
The materials speak for themselves:
ltalian marble, fine leathers, Loro Piana
upholstery, and meticulously finished
woodwork all curated for longevity
and touchable luxury.

check more ¢ ‘Museum’ by RAVOH isn't about

. checkmore al  yends or spectacle. It's about

Www.deSIg‘nesselmainagazmecom intentional living, quiet elegance,
and a return to design that lasts.
For those seecking stories of lasting
craftsmanship, legacy, and a new
Indian voice in global luxury, Museum
offers a meaningful occupation.

—
PRODUCTS
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Joao Armentano,

Is the partner director and principal
architect at Sdo Paulo based
architecture and interior design
studio - ‘Armentano Arquitetura’.

Over more than three decades of
practice, his work has ranged from
architectural projects on the scale of
buildings to interior and object design.

DE Editor-in-chief Anirudh Datta
had a detailed interaction with the
Brazilian architect for DE Spotlight
interview series where Jodo shares
his creative journey at Armentano
Agruitetura along with his recent
creations - two beautiful homes
designed in Sao Paulo, Brazil.

DE
Spotlight

IN CONVERSATION WITH

JOAO ARMENTANO

PRINCIPAL ARCHITECT AT ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA (SAO PAULO, BRAZIL)




—
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DE
S C)Oj[llgh’[// interview

TEXT : ANIRUDH DATTA

ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA,
(AARQ) IS A SAO PAULO
BASED DESIGN FIRM LED BY JOAO
ARMENTANO THAT STANDS OUT FOR
TS MULTIDISCIPLINARY APPROACH
ENCOMPASSING PROJECTS OF
VARIOUS SCALES

— FROM FURNITURE DESICN TO THE
CONCEPTION OF COMPLETE
BUILDINGS. THIS DIVERSE RANGE OF
DEMANDS IS MET THROUCH A
COMBINATION OF EXTENSIVE MARKET
EXPERIENCE AND THE INNOVATIVE,
CREATIVE SPIRIT OF ITS TEAM,

AD : What il]spirgd ou to pursue
a career in Interior Design?

JOAO : What inspired me the most was the
challenge of understanding and translatin

people’s unique desires into spaces. Eac

person’s individuality, needs, and dreams
are not only the starting point but also one
of the greatest challenges in the creative
process. This constant dialogue between
functionality and emotion keeps my practice
evolving, since no fprojzct is ever the same.
The uniqueness of each story makes the
work both inspiring and deeply engaging.

D : Who were your early design
eroes and role models?

JOAO : One of my professional references is
Oscar Niemeyer and his amazing projects -
we've gfot his photo at the entrance of our
office. 1 always go to the |birapuera Park
aond admire his works, such as the Oca, a
masterpiece. | also love the work of Paulo
Mendes da Rocha, who integrated
environments with clean, linear architecture.
One has wonderful plasticity with power,
strength, simplicity, and elegance. The other
is a master creator of forms.
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P570, A RESIDENCE IN SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
DESIGNED BY ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA.
PHOTOGRAHER : FAVARO JR.




AD : Tell us something about your
journey in the inception of Armentano
Arquitetura.

JOAO : Armentano Arquitetura was born from
the desire to create spaces that go beyond
functionality and become meaningful
experiences for those who inhalbit them. Since the
very beginning, our journey has been guided by
curiosity and sensitivity to people’'s needs and
desires. Each project is an opportunity to listen
carefully, interpret aspirations, and translate them
intfo designs that balance technique, creativity,
and emotional connection.  This  constant
dialogue between functionality and emotion has
shaped the evolution of our practice over the
years.

AD : being from bBrazil, is there any
specific local design style/ elements
you personally love to follow that
represents your city and country?

JOAO : Brazilian design is deeply rooted in
diversity, nature, and the dialogue between
tradition and innovation.

What inspires me the most is the organic
connection between built space and the
environment, the way natural light, ventilation,
and raw materials such as wood, stone, and
fioers become integral elements of architecture. |
also value the fluidity and warmth that are part
of Brazilian living, where indoor and outdoor
spaces coexist harmoniously. These qudlities,
strongly present in my city and culture, naturally
permeate our projects.

AD : What is your personal dzsi?n
language that you always opt to
choose in interiors? Is there a specific
interior palette that we can call the
Armentano’ way?

JOAO : Our design language is centered on
authenficity and balance. | do not believe in
imposing ¢ fixed aesthetic; | let each project
emerge from its context, its purpose, and the
people it serves.

Materials play a central role in this process, with
their textures, colors, and natural characteristics
shaping the atmosphere of a space. If there is
something like an “Armentano way,” it lies in
creating interiors that are functional and
emotionally resonant with its inhabitants,
always prioritizing harmony between people,
irchitecture, and the environment.

AD : Tell us about your beautiful
Sao Paulo apartment - P570. What
was Yyour concept for this
open-plan interior palette?

JOAO : The concept of Apartment PS70 was
to treat the view as the main design material.
Located on the edge of Parque do Povo, the
social area was designed as o continuous
platform that merges interior and landscape.
By infegrating the balcony, living and dining
areas into a seamless flow we created a space
with no visual barriers, where transparency and
openness highlight the presence of the park
and natural light.

The inferior pdlette is intentionally  sober,
dlowing the atmosphere to be defined by
movement, light and the ever-changing scenery
outside.

P570, A RESIDENCE IN SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
DESIGNED BY ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA.
PHOTOGRAHER : FAVARO JR.
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AD : How did the use of specific
materiality ~ choice define_ this
apartment’s special character? |s the
use of concrete and wood an
important  classic approach in
Brazilian design language?

JOAO : Materiality was key to shoping the
apartment's unique character. Concrete, glass,
and dark-toned wood form the foundation of the
design, reinforcing both continuity and contrast.

lconic Braziian design pieces such as Sérgio
Rodrigues’ Poltrona Beg, bring cultural depth ond
emotional  resononce.  Artworks by Claudio
Edinger and Tomie Ohtake add vibront focal
points that enrich the otherwise neutral palette.

| believe the combination of concrete and wood
is indeed a classic expression in Brazilian design. It
reflects our dialogue between strength and
warmth, structure and nature. This duality creates
interiors  that  feel timeless, functional  ond
emotionally engaging, while staying connected to
the landscape and cultural identity of Brazil,

P570, A RESIDENCE IN SAO PAULO, BRAZIL
DESIGNED BY ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA.
PHOTOGRAHER : FAVARO JR.

check full project on www.designessentiamagazine.com




AD : The P483 residence in
Sao Paulo, another classic
creation that contrasts light
filled social areas.

Share your dzsiﬁn ideology
that made this project
happen.

Any favorite elements?

JOAO : The guiding idea behind
P483 was to reinforce the lightness of the
architecture  while  bringing  depth
through materiality and curated details.
Marble, stone, wood, and glass create o
sober yet expressive palette, balonced
with iconic design pieces ond ortworks,

One of my favorite aspects is the
seamless integration with the surrounding
londscape, where interiors and gardens
fow together. Another highlioht is the
private nightclub in the basement, a
bold and theatrical counterpoint that
adds surorise and personality to the
residence.

P483, A RESIDENCE IN SAQ PAULO, BRAZIL
INNTERIOR DESIGN BY ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA
AND ARCHITECTURE BY MARCELO FRANCO.
PHOTOGRAHER : MANUEL SA.
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The project confrosts light-filed
social areas with layered, intimate
private spaces.
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H P483, A RESIDENCE IN SAQ PAULO, BRAZIL
AD : If we 1.0"( quUt szIng"‘?QS'rChOIOgy INNTERIOR DESIGN BY ARMENTANO ARQUITETURA

with respect to emotions. type Of AN ARCHITECTURE BY MARCELO FRANCO.
emotions would you say your designs

evoke for the user that shows justice to

your style creating perfection?

JOAO : | believe our desions aim to evoke emotions
of comfort, serenity, and joy. Each space is created to
resonate with the individuality of its users, fostering @
sense of belonging and authenticity.

At the same time, we seek to bring lightness and
purpose into everyday life, where design not only fulfills
practical needs but also uplits the spirit. For us,
perfection is not about formality or rigidity, but albout
creafing  environments  that  feel  meaningful,
harmonious, and deeply human.

check full slory at
www designessentiamagazine.com
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SHAYONA
CONSULTANT

is an architecture and interior design
practice based in Ahmedabad,
India led by principal architect
Prashant Parmar.

Design Team:
Prashant Parmar, Ashish Rathod, Vasavi
Mehta, Nidhi Patel, Dhwani, Arpit, Ruchit.

Photographer : Inclined Studio

A Serene
Sanctuary of

Modern Living
embedded in“Tradition

Nestled in the upmarket neighborhood
of Naranpura, Ahmedabad, this
residence - VISAMO is a south-facing
NRI bungalow that redefines luxurious
living through a flowless mix of
contemporary armature and biophilic
design.




uxury ¢
time ‘and

tfradition,

In  the quiet, upscale neighborhood of
Naranpura in Ahmedabad stands Visamo, @
south-facing bungalow that blends modern
architecture with a deep connection to nature.
Designed for a young couple returning to India
after fifteen years in the United States, the home
is both a personal retreat and a cultural
homecoming. Their vision was to create «
timeless sanctuary that honors Indian values
while embracing the luxuries and comforts of
contemporary life.

“Visamo is o dateless
Orch/ ecfurg
gus tomers

/oph/ iC refreof that
celebrat es roote

ustaingbility, a
S/Qned fo e\/o ve with
foster
frue sanctuary that infegrates
nature, gnd
in equal measure.

expression of the
ournes — a

Thou

and htful
ell-being, it's a

invention

says Prashant Parmar,

Spread across a 7,330-square-foot plot with a
built-up area of nearly 10,000 square feet, the
five-bedroom residence is organized around a
dramatic triple-height courtyard. This central
space, reminiscent of the traditional Indian
chouwk, is anchored by a fragrant Champa tree
and a still waterbody. The courtyard not only
draws daylight deep into the interiors but also
carries a sense of openness and calm through
every level of the home.
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The design for this residence responds thoughtfully to its
context. With neighboring houses pressing against the
cast and north boundaries, the architects placed service
areas and circulation spaces along these edges to
preserve privacy. by contrast, the south and west facades
open generously to the outdoors with cantilevered
terraces, garden balconies, and large openings that
1aximize natural light and encourage cross ventilation.
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What were your favorite design
elements associated with this project
and why?

PRASHANT PARMAR:

The standout design element of Visamo
is undoubtedly the triple-height central
courtyard, a contemporary reimagining
of the traditional Indian chowk. It is both
the heart and the lungs of the
home—bringing in abundant natural
light, enabling cross-ventilation, and
creating a visual anchor that connects
every level.

What makes it special is its multi-sensory
richness. The fragrance of the Champa
tree, the sound of the waterbody, and
the play of sunlight and shadows
throughout the day create a constantly
evolving  atmosphere.  Beyond  its
climatic function, the courtyard fosters
emotional connection—family members
con see, hear, and feel each other's
presence across spaces, reinforcing a
sense of togetherness.

It is a perfect blend of functionality and
poetry—a  space that responds to
Ahmedabad’s climate while evoking
nostalgia and rootedness, making it the
soul of the residence.



A layered facade with slate
rammed carth cladding, WPC rustic
planks, and gravestone- crete
textures creates a dynamic visual
character while icing continuity.

The innards echo the same
harmony  with  [talian  marble
flooring, earthy textures, and
handcrafted details. Every space
from the elegant delineation room
and tranquil pooja area to the
luxurious  Jacuzzi  zone  and
immersive home theatre is designed
for functionality, comfort, and
connegction.

The home also features a glass
ground, N RIGHD family sitting area
with  sculptural  rudiments,  and
thoughtful spatial transitions that
maintain a visual and emotional
connection throughout. With
sundecks attached to each
bedroom and sundecks adorned
with verdure, the design dissolves
boundaries between indoors and
outside.
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What is your idea of a perfect
residence a designer for any client?
What shall be that prime design
factor that makes a house a home?

PRASHANT PARMAR:

A perfect residence is one that feels like
an extension of its inhabitants—a place
where personal comfort and emotional
connection come together.  As
designers, we focus on creating spaces
that reflect the client's lifestyle, needs,
and values. Whether it's a family home or
a minimalist sanctuary, every design
clement should serve a purpose while
enhancing the overall experience of the
space.

The prime factor that transforms a house
info a home is personalization. It's not
just about aesthetics or functionality,
but about infusing the space with the
client's story, preferences, and emotions.
Thoughtful details, such as curated
spaces for relaxation, rooms designed
for connection, and natural elements
that bring warmth, all contribute to a
deeper sense of belonging. Ultimately, a
home should evoke feelings of peace
and security, a place where the design
goes beyond structure and  fruly
becomes a sanctuary for the people
Jho live in it.

Visamo is a dateless architectural expression of the
customer's bournes — a Dbiophilic retreat that

celebrates rootedness, sustainability, and thoughtful
luxury.

Designed to evolve with time and foster well-being, it's
a frue sanctuary that integrates tradition, nature, and
invention in equal measure.

check full slory at
www designessentiamagazine.com
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Courtyard House * A Home Rooled in Tradition

The Courtyard House located in
Mansanpally village, 40 kms cway from
Hyderabad, India is o modern twist to the
local  Manduva house. Designed  for
contemporary living, the courtyard house is
a reminder of the simplicity and authenticity

Principal Architects :
Srikanth Reddy, Raghuram and Neelesh Kumar.

Photographer : Ishita Sitwala

iG>

o

of vernocular architecture in  creating
spaces that are as functional as they are
serene. Designed by Hyderabod based
architecture and interior design studio - 23
Degrees Design Shift.
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Rooted in tradition
the Courtyard House
by 23DDS reimagines
Hyderabad's local
vernacular
architecture to
include contemporary
functionality of rural
living.

above;

Srikanth Reddy, Raghuram and Neelesh Kumar.
(principal architects at 23 Desgrees Design Shift)

“The brief provided by the client envisioned the
expansion of a single bedroom farmhouse into
a place where his extended family could live
within the tranquil company of nature. This
called for the addition of six bedrooms along
with a fully functional kitchen and dining areq,
and expansive areas for communal living. The
need for privacy and socialising further
required the design to provide green areas for
each room, along with seamless connectivity to
communal open spaces. This requirement of the

This requirement of the brief was resolved by
reinterpreting the traditional Manduva
house. says the architects.

The courtyard, an integral part of Manduva
house, has been reinterpreted to
accommodate the eclements of modern rural
living.
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As one approaches the farmhouse through a
narrow passage, set within a mango orchard,
one is greeted by an inviting building with
expansive semi-open verandas. The journey
continues across an enfrance waterbody onto
an entrance verando, offering a view into the
living and dining block. The verandas, sheltered
by the extended wooden roof provide much
needed shelter and fransition from the
outdoors to the indoors.

Large glass panels and operable wooden
framed doors in the living room, invites one to
explore the courtyard. Brimming with greenery,
the central courtyard provides a space for
communal activities. A small water feature with a
wooden suspended deck adds to the space's
versaftility and functions as a climatic regulator.

The interior follows the minimalist  theme,
expressing simplicity and functionality through
its use of natural materials and earthy colour
palette. Single leather-finish Kota stone renders
the semi-open and closed spaces into a
unified look, while civil walls, painted with a
white micro-topping finish, adds a sense of
austerity befitting the rural house. Visual interest
in the design is generated by cladding feature
walls  with brown sandstone at  strategic
locations. Bright pops of colours and confrast
are intfroduced through furniture.
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Natural timber roof and Spanish Terrace tile

establish the connection to the site’'s rural
context, whereas large glass openings furthers
this connection by providing unobstructed views
of the nature outside. This scheme, devoid of
embellishments, allows the real beauty of
materials to remain exposed and celebrated,
whilst ensuring that the architecture becomes a
part of the natural scenery rather than standing
out against it.



Courtyard House is a dialogue
between fradition and modernity,
where the essence of  rural
architecture is celebrated through
conftemporary design.

Every element of the design, from
the central courtyard to exposed
roof reflects a commitment to
creating spaces that honour ifs
heritage without compromising the
needs of today.

By tactfully combining natural
materials to meet the spatial needs
of a modern house, the architecture
creates a home that feels both
timeless and relevant, and by
extension is a true embodiment of
modern rural living that remains
leeply connected to its roofts.

check full story at
wWwiw.designessentiamagazine.com
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The Far J[hU Hacienda : 1 caifornian Spint in Indian Soil

Drawing  inspiration  from  California’s
reloxed lifestyle, this Bangalore home
embraces a paolette of rust, sage, and soft
beiges colours that mirror Indian tones but
are  presented in a  contemporary,
international way.

Principal Designer: Vinithra Amarnathan.

Photographer : Nayan Soni

Designed by bangalore based interior
design studio - Weespaces led by
orincipal designer Vinithra Amarnathan.



Indian

The layout unfolds fluidly: a formal and informal
living room, dining areq, kitchen, and bedroom
occupy the ground floor, while the upper level
comprises three additional bedrooms, a
family-media room, and two terraces. The
interplay  of  sensibilities  is  consistently
reinforced: contemporary furniture is paired
with traditional accents, art pieces narrate
cultural stories, and the informal living room
features a swing at once recaling Indian
households and the easy charm of American

The vision that guided us
was to create a modern,
casual Californian hacienda
while remaining deeply
anchored
sensibility. Wha )
most about this home is how
it seamlessly balances two
seemingly
languages the rootedness of
radition gnd )
breezy spirit of California.

b

in an Indian
Qt excites us

different design

the

says Vinithra.

porches. Elements such as soft arches, exposed
brick flooring, and patterned tiles along the
staircase infuse the space with the spirit of @
hacienda, while ensuring the interiors remain
airy, light-filled, and modern.
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Materials and  detailing  form
another key layer of the design.
Warm timber, used extensively across
ceilings, furniture, and  flooring,
creates a visual thread of continuity,
while black metal contrasts against
stone  to lend balance and
modernity. Handmade patterned
tiles, grassy fextures, and exposed
brick details punctuate the interiors,
adding vibrancy and artisanal
depth without overwhelming the
home's calm base palette.

Signature touches elevate cach
space a custom mural in the living
room with its  soft,  graceful
brushstrokes that set a serene tone
for the space; a printed fabric
headboard in the master bedroom,
complemented by layered
furnishings under soaring vaulted
ceilings; and timber rafters that
recall the construction of traditional
sloped-roof houses. Even outdoors,
the brick-laid patio quietly extends
info a franquil open-air space,
underscoring the hacienda
influence while remaining attuned to
its Indian context.
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The Earthy Hacienda is «a
residence  where  the  relaxed,
sun-drenched vibe of California
finds resonance with the earthy
warmth of India. Envisioned as a
forever home for a widely travelled
couple, the project translates their
experiences and memories into
cohesive whole.

Ultimately, the residence emerges as
a dialogue between two worlds, a
home that is as much a tribute to
Indion  heritage as it s to
Californian ease.

At once global and local, it stands
as a reflection of its owners
journeys, distilled into an
architecture of warmth, comfort, and
timeless character.

check full story at
Wwiw.designessentiamagazine.com
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Silara - old Bollywood glamour - celestial clegance

This Bombay home with french-inspired
architectural accents is a home of emotion
and quiet drama. The home is layered,
emotional, and built on instinct.

Principal Designers:
Pria Kanakia, Disha Vakharia

Photographer : Wabi-Sabi Studios

Designed by Mumbai based interior design
studio - Bear Spaces & Co led by
orincipal designers Pria Kanakia and Disha
Vakharia.




The living room sets the tone with a bold

checkerboard marble  floor, each square
chosen to echo the personalities of the family's
dogs. The effect is both playful and nostalgic,
reminiscent of stills from a forgotten film of the
[990s, somewhere between The Talented Mr.
Ripley and Great Expectations.

Suspended above, custom chandeliers in cast
metal do more than provide light. They sculot
the atmosphere of the room, striking a balance
between presence and restraint. With  their
subtle nod to Hollywood Regency, they add
glamour without tipping into imitation. They are
not designed to shout They are designed to
resonate.

As one moves through the  home,
French-inspired architectural elements converse
seamlessly with Indian craftsmanship. Cornices
and trims bring Parisian structure, while vivid,
embroidered artworks by bobo Calcutta infuse
the spaces with surreal energy that feels rooted
in India. This juxtaposition creates a beautiful
friction, not contrived but deeply cultural. These
are not merely stylistic gestures. They are
choices made with meaning.

The design language throughout is @
reimagining of Art Deco, not just through it’s
ornate elements but through atmosphere and
emotion.
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What were your favorite design elements
associated with this project and why?

PRIA & DISHA

Some details in Sitara were pure joy for us to
create. The basin clad in tiny black-and-white
piccolo ftiles (PACE 65 feels like a small jewel
which is playful yet graphic.

We especially love the embroidered art by
Bobo Calcutta ®ELOW and the life portrait by
Abhay Sehgal (ON LEFD, which bring soul and
character into the home. In the dining areag, @
chandelier ®eLow) from One O One Studios,
cast in metal, is a true standout - sculptural yet
warm, it sets the tone for the space beautifully.




What sets this home apart is not the abundance of
objects but the rhythm of references that flow through
its walls. It carries reverence for the past, rhythm in its
layers, and an instinctive sense of curation. It does not
seek to impress at first glance. Instead, it invites you to
pause, to feel, and to remember. Every element, every
corner, seems to exist not simply to be seen, but to be
ztched into memory.

éé

What is your idea of a perfect
residence a designer for any client?
What shall be that prime design
factor that makes a house a home?

PRIA & DISHA :

‘Form follows function - that has been
misunderstood.  Form and  function
should be one, joined in a spiritual
union.” Frank Lloyd Wright's words sum it
up for us.

A perfect residence isn't  obout
grandeur; it's about how honestly it
holds the lives within it. The most
important design factor is that quiet,
intuitive sense of belonging when you
walk in and the space feels like it
already knows you. lt's the light that
greets you in the morning, the spot
where you naturally pause with @
coffee, the textures that only get better
with time. Adaptability is key a home
should evolve as its people do. Comfort,
character, and a little bit of soul are
what make four walls feel like home.

check full slory at
www designessentiamagazine.com
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“Sitara was imagined as a home with many
moods much like its owners creative lives. Each
room has its own vibe, yet there's an unspoken
connection between them. We leaned into an
Art Deco spirit, but gave it a softer, more
contemporary edge. A key feature is the
custom curved-metal chandelier from Studio
One O One sculptural, fluid, and quietly
theatrical. The black-and-white checkerboard
marble flooring was both a visual statement
and a personal choice. the siblings two dogs

Sitara unfolds like a
study in contrasts,
layered with instinctive
choices and an almost
cinematic sense of

mhmoc
Th
|n5| e, Ther

on left;
Pria Kanakia and
Disha Vakharia

very first step

IS O quiet

tension in the air. a kind

of delicate dram é] that

r@sTs not m ran

%@s ures but in the
etails ThOT inger.

shed in exactly those colors, making it as
practical as it is striking. Materials shift from
warm veneer to sleek metal to rich textiles,
always in conversation with each other. Light
and shadow were tfreated like part of the
architecture, shaping how each space feels
throughout the day.” says the designers.

éé
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Anand House : A Dialogue Belween Nalure and Design

This 17,800 sq. ft. residence located in
Anand, Gujarat blurs the boundaries
between londscope, architecture, &
interiors, creating a home where nature is
not just the backdrop but an integral part
of the design.

Principal Architect : Hiren Patel

Photographer : Samir Wadekar and Ishita Sitwala

Designed by  Ahmedabad based
architecture and interior design studio -
Hiren Patel Architects + Design (HPAD)
led by principal architect Hiren Patel.




whole.

The journey into the home begins long before
the entrance. A semi-covered metal walkway
winds through the lush gardens, with water
features and sculptures thoughtfully placed on
either side, creating an  immersive  arrival
experience. As the landscape flows across the
grounds, the architecture emerges. Cladded in
natural mint stone, it offers the home a timeless
aesthetic. Volumes are carved to welcome light,
casting gentle  shadows that change
throughout the day. Some spaces open with

A seamless blend of spaces,
light and textures makes this
home a frue expression of
modern luxury,
standard
living to Anand.
courtyards spill into living
spaces, and
between inside and outside
dissolve into a seamless

rinQing aQ new

of sophisticated

Here

the lines

says Hiren Patel

wide windows that frame the landscape. Then
there are others which recede inward to create
quiet courtyards and private terraces.

As one journeys through the landscape, they
arrive at the en